
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Incoming Sixth Graders --- 

This year you will have a choice of books to read for your summer 

reading. You can either read Stargirl or Maniac Magee, both of which 

are by Jerry Spinelli. When you are finished reading, choose a project 

to complete from the attached choice board for your book. You will 

need to turn it in the first week of school.  

 

Enjoy your summer, and remember to read, read, read! 

 

Mrs. Ingram 

Mrs. Gretschel 

  



Stargirl Choice Board 

 

Choose 1 project from the options and turn in first week of school . 

 

 

In Stargirl, Stargirl sends anonymous cards to 

strangers as an act of kindness. Complete 5 

anonymous acts of kindness for others. These may 

be people that you know or strangers. Write to 

describe your acts of kindness, and write about each 

person’s response to your act of kindness. Each act 

and response should be 4-6 sentences long. After, 

include a paragraph to describe how it felt to do 

these acts of kindness and the impact that your acts 

might have on others in the future. 

 

 

 

Make a list of the top 5 

quotes from the book that 

you found interesting or 

meaningful. Be sure to 

consider and write. who 

says the quote. Write each 

quote, then write 4-6 sentences to describe what they 

mean to the characters in the story and how the quote 

can be related to your own life.  

 

 

 

 

Create a modern-day playlist for 

Stargirl OR  Leo that includes at 

least ten songs. Give the name of 

each song, then explain why you 

chose each song, when he/she 

would listen to it, and why the 

song goes with that part of the 

novel. You must include the lyrics for the song, but 

you do not need the music.  

 

 

 

 

Stargirl gave secret gifts, attended funerals of people 

she didn't know, rooted for the opposing team at 

basketball games and did many other things the kids in 

her high school considered "strange." They were first 

enchanted by her and then frightened of her. Do you 

know anyone who is considered "strange" by most 

other people? Describe that person’s physical behavior 

and behavior in detail. Do NOT mention their name. 

Why is that person thought to be strange? How do 

people treat that person? How do you think they 

should treat that person? Write to answer the 

questions above. This should be 2 handwritten pages 

or 1 typed page (12 font). 

 

 

 

The final line of the novel is that Leo receives a 

porcupine necktie in the mail.  Write the last chapter 

of this novel in which Leo and Stargirl reunite as 

adults.  Choose their ages, year of reunion, and 

create their life stories since they departed during 

high school. This should be at least 3 handwritten 

page or 1 ½ pages typed (12 font). 

 

 

 

In Chapter 17, Stargirl takes Leo for a walk into an 

“enchanted” place in the Sonoran desert. Describe the 

most enchanted place you have ever visited.  Use lots 

of imagery and figurative language 

to help your reader “visit” your 

enchanted place. If possible, include 

a photo of this enchanted place. This 

should be at least 2 handwritten 

pages of 1 typed page (12 font).  
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Maniac Magee Choice Board 

Choose 1 project from the options and turn in on first week of 

school.  

Book Shelf. Choose 8-10 books that you 

would like to take with and explain the 

reason for each one. Once you have chosen 

your titles, create a “paper shelf” that 

contains replicas of these book spines in a 

creative way. 

  

Diorama. Create a diorama of your favorite 

scene from Maniac Magee. Your final project 

should be well crafted and include a written 

description of the scene and how it fits into 

the whole book. You must use the text of the 

book to verify the accurate details.  

Newspaper. Create the front page of the 

Two Mills newspaper. You will need to 

have a feature story – the main story, and 

three smaller stories that are all somehow 

connected to life in Two Mills.  

Sequel. Write a short sequel to Maniac Magee 

(2-3 pages, double spaced). Predict the future 

for Maniac and other characters. 

 

Postcards. Create three postcards written 

from Jeffrey Magee to one other character 

in the story. Each postcard should have at 

least two paragraphs and describe one 

specific event in Maniac’s life. Include 

descriptions and reactions. The postcards 

should include a detailed picture and 

realistic format.  

 

Map. Create a detailed street map of the Two 

Mills area. This map should include streets, 

important landmarks, and the West End/East 

End division. Include at least 10 specific places 

with labels. Your map should also have a 

legend (key) that includes the path Maniac 

took around Two Mills.  



 


