
 

 

 

Eighth graders:  

 

Congratulations! We have chosen the exciting and bestselling book Chasing Lincoln’s 

Killer by James Swanson as your summer reading this year! After you read the book, 

you will create a presentation (see below) and answer the questions below on loose-leaf 

paper. These will be your first two test grades in Quarter 1, so make sure to do a good 

job!  

 

 

Presentation:  Choose ten primary sources that 

would tell about your life for a future generation (a 

primary source includes items such as videos, 

photographs, songs, letters, clothing, and newspaper 

articles.) Create a PowerPoint or Prezi slide show 

outlining each one of your choices, why you chose it, 

and what information each primary source reveals 

about you. Your presentation will have at least ten 

slides.  Try to include graphics, pictures, 

illustrations, or links to make this an interesting 

presentation! You can email your presentations to 

singram@saintbernadetteschool.org or bring them in 

during the first week of school on a thumb drive.  

 

In addition to your presentation, answer the following questions in complete sentences 

(restate the question in your answer) neatly on looseleaf paper. Points will be 

subtracted for messy work or scanty, incomplete answers. Good luck! 

1. How did the events leading up to the fall of Richmond and the surrender of 

Robert E. Lee become the catalysts of John Wilkes Booth’s assassination plot? Use 

text information and your own interpretations to answer the question (Prologue). 

 

2. What is the significance of a person of Booth’s stature being a presidential 

assassin? What would be its equivalent in the present-day? Use text information 

and your own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 1).  
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3. How did the previous failures to kidnap President Lincoln affect Booth? Why 

did these plans fail, and what was the irony in these failures? Use text 

information and your own interpretations to answer the question (Chapter 1).  

 

4. Why was Booth allowed to gain entrance into the Presidential Box so easily at 

Ford’s Theater? How is this different from today’s presidential security? Use text 

information and your own interpretations to answer the questions. Use text 

information and you own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 2).  

 

5. What factors saved William Seward from being murdered by Lewis Powell? Use 

text information and your own interpretations to answer the question. Use text 

information and your own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 3).  

 

6. Compare and contrast how history views actors John Wilkes Booth and Laura 

Keene. How did both of these people make history for very different reasons? 

Use text information and your own interpretations to answer the question. Use 

text information and your own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 4).  

 

7. Was Dr. Samuel Mudd doing his duty as a doctor or do you believe he was 

aiding and abetting the presidential assassin? Use text information and your own 

interpretations to answer the question. (Chapter 5).  

 

8. Why did Edwin Stanton feel it was appropriate to give Mary Jane Welles, the 

wife of the Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, a lock of Lincoln’s hair? Do 

you think this was appropriate? Why or why not? Use text information and your 

own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 6).  

 

9. How did Thomas Jones thwart the manhunt for John Wilkes Booth? What was 

his main motivation for helping Booth and Herold? How did this plan also leave 

them vulnerable? Use text information and your own interpretation to answer 

the question (Chapter 7). 

  



 

 

10. Explain the reasons Mary Surrat did not betray John Wilkes Booth. Why, then, 

did she deny knowing Lewis Powell? Use text information and your own 

interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 8).  

 

11. Why was Booth dismayed at the press coverage of Lincoln’s assassination? How 

did he think the public and the press would feel about his act? Use text 

information and your own interpretations to answer the question (Chapter 9).  

 

12. Why wasn’t Thomas Jones brought to justice for his role in Booth’s escape? What 

was Jones’ motivation for telling the story when he did? Use text information 

and your own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter10).  

 

13. How did Colonel  Lafeyette Baker’s hubris (look it up!) and self-promotion 

actually aid the manhunt for Booth? ? Use text information and your own 

interpretations to answer the question (Chapter 11). 

 

14. How do we know that money, greed, and fame were large motivating factors in 

the capture of John Wilkes Booth? Use text information and your own 

interpretations to answer the questions (Chapter 12-13).  

 

15. How do you think the conspirators were treated during their imprisonment 

leading up to their executions? What clues lead you to this conclusion? Use text 

information and your own interpretations to answer this question (Chapter 14).  

 

16. Why does the author think that Booth was a failure? It is true that he did 

assassinate President Abraham Lincoln, but what did he hope to accomplish? 

Did Booth himself see this disappointment before he died?  Use text information 

and your own interpretations to answer the question (Epilogue). 

 

 

 


