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Directions:  Follow the steps below.  Answer all questions using complete and logical 
sentences.   

 

1.  Visit the website: 

  

http://www.revolutionary-war.net/slavery-and-the-revolutionary-war.html 

  

2.  How were slaves generally treated when there were five or less slaves?  What 
happened when there were a large amount of slaves owned by an individual? 

   

3.  Why were slaves not allowed to read or write? 

   

4.  What were punishments like for disobedient slaves? 

   

5.  Why were female slaves especially in danger? 

   

6.  Why were slave owners afraid to leave and fight in the Revolutionary War? 

   

7.  How were slaves introduced to the idea of freedom during the war? 

   

8. What was Lord Dunmore’s proclamation? 

 

9.  Who was Colonial Tye? 

 

10. What is ironic about the efforts of slaves during the Revolution? 

 

 



11.Visit the following website: 
 
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm 
 
12.Read the “Introduction” only. 

 
13.What does Paine say is the reason his ideas may not be well-received? 
 
14.According to Paine, what does America’s journey represent? 

 
15.What is one question you still have about the information you read? 
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Directions:  Follow the steps below.  Answer all questions using complete and logical sentences.   

 
1.  Visit the website: 
  
http://www.revolutionary-war.net/slavery-and-the-revolutionary-war.html 
  
2.  How were slaves generally treated when there were five or less slaves?  What happened 
when there were a large amount of slaves owned by an individual? 
  
Less slaves = more like a family 
More slaves = harsher treatment 
  
3.  Why were slaves not allowed to read or write? 
  
It was thought that they would pass on messages to other slaves that would leave to a revolt. 
  
4.  What were punishments like for disobedient slaves? 
  
Cruel and harsh 
  
5.  Why were female slaves especially in danger? 
  
They would be taken advantage of by their owners 
  
6.  Why were slave owners afraid to leave and fight in the Revolutionary War? 
  
They thought their slaves may rise up in their absence.  
  
7.  How were slaves introduced to the idea of freedom during the war? 
  
Alexander Hamilton= gain freedom through enlisting 
Rumors that the British would offer freedom to those who fought for the British 
  
8.  What was Lord Dunmore’s proclamation? 
  
Any slaves who escaped and fought for the British would be freed after the war. 
 



9.  Who was Colonial Tye? 
 
Colonial Tye let guerilla raids with a band of ex-slaves called the Black Brigade. 

 

10. What is ironic about the efforts of slaves during the Revolution? 
 
Slaves fought in the war mainly because of promises of freedom, yet they were mostly 
returned to slavery after the war. 

 

11. Visit the following website: 

 

• http://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm 

 

12. Read the “Introduction” only. 

 

13. What does Paine say is the reason his ideas may not be well-received? 
 
After a long period of time in which an idea is not thought of as wrong, it is difficult to 
understand that something is right.  For example, although slavery was thought of as 
an acceptable part of society, it would be difficult to shift views and realize that this is 
unacceptable. 

 

14. According to Paine, what does America’s journey represent? 
 
The cause of all mankind. 

 

15. What is one question you still have about the information you read? 
 
Answers will vary. 

 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm


T h a n k y o u  

Bostons  
& 

books 
 Thank you  

For your purchase 
Don’t forget to leave 

Feedback! 

instagram 
Resources for  
Grades 4-12 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Bostons-And-Books
https://instagram.com/bostonsandbooks/

