
Northern bobwhite (Colinus virginianus)   

Wikipedia: The northern bobwhite can be found year-round in agricultural fields, grassland, open woodland areas, 

roadsides and wood edges. Its range covers the southeastern quadrant of the United States from the Great Lakes and 

southern Minnesota east to Pennsylvania and southern Massachusetts, and extending west to 

southern Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado front-range foothills to 7000 feet, and all but westernmost Texas. It is 

absent from the southern tip of Florida and the highest elevations of the Appalachian Mountains 

Habitat degradation has likely contributed to the northern bobwhite population in eastern North America declining by 

roughly 85% from 1966-2014.[3] This population decline is apparently range-wide and continuing.  

There are 21 subspecies of northern bobwhite, many of which are hunted extensively as game birds. One subspecies, the 

masked bobwhite (Colinus virginianus ridgwayi), is listed as endangered with wild populations located in the northern 

Mexican state of Sonora and a reintroduced population in Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge in southern Arizona. 

This species has a high annual mortality rate, and hence rapid population turnover and a short life span. Its robust 

reproductive capability, however, can compensate for these factors. When weather and habitat conditions permit, an adult 

pair can successfully produce 2 or more broods (≥25 offspring) during a single breeding season. In forest habitats this bird 

shows a clear preference for early successional vegetation created by disturbances from fire, agriculture, and timber-

harvesting. In rangeland habitats, bobwhites exist in both early and later successional vegetation. The densest populations 

(2.2–6.6 birds/ha) are found in stands of southern pine forests that are intensively managed as private plantations for 

bobwhite hunting, and in south Texas rangelands during and/or after several years of above-average rainfall. Except for 

parts of Texas, populations throughout most southeastern and midwestern states have been declining during the past 

century or more (Hernandez et al. 2013). https://birdsna.org/Species-Account/bna/species/norbob/introduction 
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